
Camden Rockport Schools 
Curriculum Committee Meeting 

September 20, 2022 

MINUTES 

Board Present 
Sarah Bradley Prindiville, CR Chair 
Marcus Mrowka 

Board Absent 
Rick Thackery 

Also Present: 
Deb McIntyre 
Chris Walker Spencer 
Nikole Seeger 
Susan Conover 
Tula Bradley Prindiville –CHRHS student 

1. Call to order
Sarah Bradley Prindiville called the meeting to order at 3:31 p.m.

2. Adjustments to the Agenda
None

3. Discussion around book approvals – review criteria
The committee reviewed the criteria as outlined as part of the textbook approval form.
“Interpretation for which books need board approval:  Any book being used as part of
the whole class curriculum needs approval.  This generally applies to textbooks and
novels being read by a whole class.  It does not include books in the school’s library or in
a classroom library.  It does not include books being used in differentiated literature
groups within a classroom setting.”

The committee members discussed that the books being reviewed today fall within this
scope.

4. Possible Textbook Approvals:
The committee reviewed a series of class read-aloud books for the K-4 guidance
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diversity unit (see supporting documents).  Sue Conover, Guidance Counselor at CRES, 
shared that the books presented are books that support the guidance units focused on 
diversity.  The unit focuses on what is the same and what is different in all people and 
how to be accepting of those differences.  The books also provide students an 
opportunity to perhaps see themselves in some of the books.  The committee 
commented on the thoughtfulness of the books presented for consideration.  The 
committee will look forward to the next iteration of the strategic plan to further develop 
a pathway for refined processes and procedures for book considerations and approvals. 
In addition, the district has in place policies IJJ  –  Instructional and Library Materials 
Selection and IJJ-E  –   Citizen’s Challenge of Educational Media Form and IMBB  –  
Exemption from Requested Instruction.   

Upon motion of Sarah Bradley Prindiville and second by Marcus Mrowka, the committee 
approved all of the books as presented for the guidance diversity unit.  Vote:  2-0 

5. Topics for future meetings:
The committee members would like to hear more about K-12 Computer Science
Programming, an update when the Gifted and Talented Program is reviewed, and an
update on the new math program implementation at the end of the year.

6. Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 3:55 p.m.
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Kindergarten 
Two Eggs Please:   
Sarah Weeks, 
Betsy Lewin (illustrator) 
 3.77  ·   Rating details ·  193 ratings  ·  48 reviews 
Eggs, eggs, eggs -- everyone wants eggs! But do they want the same kinds of eggs? NO! Some 
prefer scrambled, some like fried, and some even want them raw. 
The only thing the hungry customers at this bustling diner seem to have in common is a desire 
for "TWO EGGS, PLEASE!" 
At the heart of this clever new look at similarities and differences by acclaimed author Sarah 
Weeks and Caldecott Honor-winning illustrator Betsy Lewin is an age-old truth -- it's what's 
inside that counts.   

 
Annie’s Plaid Shirt  
Stacy B. Davids (Goodreads Author), 
Rachael Balsaitis (Illustrator), 
Sam Pines (Illustrator) 
 4.37  ·   Rating details ·  163 ratings  ·  51 reviews 
Annie loves her plaid shirt and wears it everywhere. But one day her mom tells Annie that she 
must wear a dress to her uncle's wedding. Annie protests, but her mom insists and buys her a 
fancy new dress anyway. Annie is miserable. She feels weird in dresses. Why can't her mom 
understand?  Then Annie has an idea. But will her mom agree?  Annie's Plaid Shirt will inspire 
readers to be themselves and will touch the hearts of those who love them.  Themes of gender 
norms, identity, individuality, tolerance, and self-esteem.  
 
My Friend Has Autism 
Amanda Doering Tourville 

3.92  ·   Rating details ·  162 ratings  ·  53 reviews 

My friend Zack has a disability called autism. But that doesn't matter to us. We talk about 
airplanes, build models, and enjoy hanging out at each other's house. I'm glad Zack is my 
friend! 
 
Dog vs. Cat 
Chris Gall 
Dog and Cat do not get along. But when they're forced to share a room, they agree to be on 
their best behavior...until Dog won't stop sniffing. Cat won't stop primping. Dog won't 
stop howling. Cat won't stop scratching. And when it comes to the litter-box...sharing is not an 
option. What will it take to bring Dog and Cat together? Find out in Chris Gall's comic clash that 
brings out the best (and worst) in two very different pets. 
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Benny Doesn’t Like to be Hugged 
Zetta Elliott (Goodreads Author), 
Purple Wong (Illustrator) 
4.23  ·   Rating details ·  101 ratings  ·  19 reviews 
A little girl uses rhyming verse to describe the unique traits of her autistic friend. Benny likes 
trains and cupcakes without sprinkles, but he can also be fussy sometimes. The narrator 
doesn't mind, however, because "true friends accept each other just the way they are." A 
gentle story encouraging children to appreciate and accept our differences.   
 
47 Strings 
Becky Carey 
Carrie Stidwell O'Boyle (Editor) 
Bonnie Leick (Illustrations) 

 4.60  ·   Rating details ·  10 ratings  ·  2 reviews 
A children’s picture book about the remarkable lessons to be learned from a little girl named 
Tessa, who was born with Down syndrome. 
 
The Family Book 
Todd Parr 
 4.35  ·   Rating details ·  2,356 ratings  ·  318 reviews 
In his typically silly and reassuring style, Parr celebrates the many different types of families in 
this picture book. Full color. 
 
First Grade 
A Friend Like Simon 
Kate Gaynor 
Sarah Rennick (Editor)  
Catriona Sweeney (Illustrator) 
 4.24  ·   Rating details ·  85 ratings  ·  23 reviews 
When an autistic child joins a mainstream school, many children can find it difficult to 
understand and cope with a student that is somewhat different to them. This story encourages 
other children to be mindful and patient of the differences that exist and to also appreciate the 
positive contribution that an autistic child can make to the group. 
 
Lubna and Pebble 
Wendy Meddour (Goodreads Author) 
Daniel Egnéus (Illustrator) 
 4.47  ·   Rating details ·  1,544 ratings  ·  330 reviews 
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In an unforgettable story that subtly addresses the refugee crisis, a young girl must decide if 
friendship means giving up the one item that gives her comfort during a time of utter 
uncertainty.  Lubna's best friend is a pebble. Pebble always listens to her stories. Pebble always 
smiles when she feels scared. But when a lost little boy arrives in the World of Tents, Lubna 
realizes that he needs Pebble even more than she does.  This emotionally stirring and 
stunningly illustrated picture book explores one girl's powerful act of friendship in the midst of 
an unknown situation. 
 
Jacob’s New Dress 
Sarah Hoffman 
Ian Hoffman 
Chris Case (Illustrator) 
4.20  ·   Rating details ·  1,336 ratings  ·  403 reviews 
Jacob loves playing dress-up, when he can be anything he wants to be. Some kids at school say 
he can't wear "girl" clothes, but Jacob wants to wear a dress to school. Can he convince his 
parents to let him wear what he wants? This heartwarming story speaks to the unique 
challenges faced by boys who don't identify with traditional gender roles. 
 
The Amazing Eric 
Mike Huber 
Joseph Cowman 
Playing at the water table is fun. But Erik thinks getting splashed is not fun. When his sleeve 
gets wet, Erik gets sad, and he can't imagine ever being happy again. Then, with a classmate by 
his side, Erik becomes absorbed by a new idea: making the water disappear. As it does, Erik 
discovers his sadness has vanished and happiness has reappeared, like magic. Airdah-taroo! 
 
Visiting Day 
Jacqueline Woodson (Goodreads Author) 
James E. Ransome (Illustrator) 
 4.34  ·   Rating details ·  827 ratings  ·  236 reviews 
Coretta Scott King Award-winning author Jacqueline Woodson has written a poignant picture 
book about a little girl who waits hopefully for her father's release from prison. 
Only on visiting day is there chicken frying in the kitchen at 6 a.m. And Grandma in her Sunday 
dress, humming soft and low... As the little girl and her grandmother get ready for visiting day, 
her father, who adores her, is getting ready, too. The community of families who take the long 
bus ride upstate to visit loved ones share hope and give comfort to each other. Love knows no 
boundaries. Here is a story of strong families who understand the meaning of unconditional 
love. 
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In Plain Sight 
Richard Jackson, 
 Jerry Pinkney (Illustrator) 
 3.58  ·   Rating details ·  576 ratings  ·  166 reviews 
Sophie lives with Mama and Daddy and Grandpa, who spends his days by the window. Every 
day after school, it's Grandpa whom Sophie runs to. 
"Here I am, Grandpa!" "Ah, Sophie, how was your day?" As Sophie and her grandpa talk, he 
asks her to find items he's "lost" throughout the day, guiding Sophie on a tour through his daily 
life and connecting their generations in this sweet, playful picture book illustrated by Caldecott 
Medalist and Laura Ingalls Wilder Award winner Jerry Pinkney.   
 
We’ll Paint the Octopus Red  
Stephanie Stuve-Bodeen, 
Pam Devito (Illustrator) 
 4.28  ·   Rating details ·  294 ratings  ·  86 reviews 
As six-year-old Emma anticipates the birth of her new baby brother or sister, she imagines all of 
the things they can do together. They'll go to Grandpa's farm to feed the calves, ride in the back 
of the mini-van making faces at the cars that go by, fly on airplanes, and someday, they'll even 
go to Africa on a safari.  
 
Second Grade 
Coconut Monk 
Thich Nhat Hanh 
Vo-Dinh Mai (Illustrations) 
4.14  ·   Rating details ·  49 ratings  ·  10 reviews 
In a war-torn world filled with images of violence, Zen Master Thich Nhat Hanh offers young 
readers reassurance and a reminder that peace can be found through empathy. Based on a talk 
given directly to children, this timely book uses the image of a cat and a mouse and their 
smiling friend the Coconut Monk as metaphors for overcoming seemingly unconquerable 
divides of nature, nation, and belief. Teaching equanimity, compassion, and perseverance, the 
book includes full-color oil paintings by Vietnamese-American painter Vo-Dinh Mai that further 
enhance the author’s message.  

I Love My Purse 
Belle Demont 
Sonja Wimmer (Goodreads Author) (Illustrator) 
 4.21  ·   Rating details ·  344 ratings  ·  117 reviews 
Charlie loves the bright red purse that his grandmother let him have. One day, he decides to 
take it to school. First his father, then his friends, and even the crossing guard question him 
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about his strange choice. After all, boys don t carry purses. They point out that they, too, have 
things they like, but that doesn t mean they go out in public wearing them. But Charlie isn t 
deterred. Before long, his unselfconscious determination to carry a purse starts to affect those 
around him. His father puts on his favorite, though unconventional, Hawaiian shirt to go to 
work; his friend Charlotte paints her face, and the crossing guard wears a pair of sparkly shoes. 
Thanks to Charlie, everyone around him realizes that it isn t always necessary to conform to 
societal norms. It s more important to be true to yourself. With its humorous, energetic 
illustrations, this book is ideal as a read-aloud or as a text for emerging readers. 
 
My Brother Charlie 
Holly Robinson Peete  
Ryan Elizabeth Peete 
Shane W. Evans (Illustrator) 
 4.33  ·   Rating details ·  1,039 ratings  ·  418 reviews 
Callie is very proud of her brother Charlie. He's good at so many things — swimming, playing 
the piano, running fast. And Charlie has a special way with animals, especially their dog, 
Harriett. But sometimes Charlie gets very quiet. His words get locked inside him, and he seems 
far away. Then, when Callie and Charlie start to play, Charlie is back to laughing, holding hands, 
having fun. Charlie is like any other boy — except he has autism. 
n this story, told from a sister's point of view, we meet a family whose oldest son teaches them 
important lessons about togetherness, hope, tolerance, and love.  

Mr. George Baker 
 Amy Hest, 
 Jon J. Muth  
 4.20  ·   Rating details ·  355 ratings  ·  71 reviews 
George Baker and Harry don’t seem the likeliest of friends. Yet, sitting side by side on George’s 
porch, waiting for the school bus to come, the two have plenty in common, this hundred-year-
old musician with the crookedy fingers going tappidy on his knees and the young schoolboy 
whose shoelaces always need tying. They’re both learning to read, which is hard — but what’s 
easy is the warm friendship they share. In an inspired pairing, a best-selling author and 
illustrator pay tribute to the power of language and intergenerational bonds. 
 
Night Job  
Karen Hesse 
G. Brian Karas  
 4.09  ·   Rating details ·  673 ratings  ·  153 reviews 
With lyrical narration and elegant, evocative artwork, Newbery Medalist Karen Hesse and 
illustrator G. Brian Karas share the nighttime experience of a father and child. 
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When the sun sets, Dad's job as a school custodian is just beginning. What is it like to work on a 
Friday night while the rest of the city is asleep? There's the smell of lilacs in the night air, the 
dusky highway in the moonlight, and glimpses of shy nighttime animals to make the dark 
magical. Shooting baskets in the half-lit gym, sweeping the stage with the game on the radio, 
and reading out loud to his father in the library all help the boy's time pass quickly. But what 
makes the night really special is being with Dad. Newbery Medalist Karen Hesse's quietly 
powerful story of a boy and his father is tenderly brought to life by G. Brian Karas in this 
luminous tribute to an enduring, everyday sort of love 
 
A Place to Stay 
Erin Gunti 
Estelí Meza 
This simple, touching picture book shows readers a women’s shelter through the eyes of a 
young girl, who, with her mother’s help, uses her imagination to overcome her anxiety and 
adjust. Includes factual endnotes detailing various reasons people experience homelessness 
and the resources available to help. 
 
My Three Best Friends and Me, Zulay 
Cari Best 
Vanessa Brantley-Newton (Illustrator) 
 3.90  ·   Rating details ·  442 ratings  ·  116 reviews 
Zulay and her three best friends are all in the same first grade class and study the same things, 
even though Zulay is blind. When their teacher asks her students what activity they want to do 
on Field Day, Zulay surprises everyone when she says she wants to run a race. With the help of 
a special aide and the support of her friends, Zulay does just that. 
 
Why Does Izzy Cover Her Ears? 
Jennifer Veenendall 
 4.11  ·   Rating details ·  56 ratings  ·  7 reviews 
An illustrated book that creates an environment that is accepting of students with sensory 
modulation difficulties, including many on the autism spectrum. It includes definitions of 
sensory processing and sensory modulation disorder, suggested discussion questions, and lists 
of related books and websites. 
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Third Grade 
Just Ask 
Sonia Sotomayor 
Rafael López (Goodreads Author) (Illustrator) 
 4.47  ·   Rating details ·  2,754 ratings  ·  615 reviews 
Feeling different, especially as a kid, can be tough. But in the same way that different types of 
plants and flowers make a garden more beautiful and enjoyable, different types of people make 
our world more vibrant and wonderful. In Just Ask, United States Supreme Court Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor celebrates the different abilities kids (and people of all ages) have. Using her own 
experience as a child who was diagnosed with diabetes, Justice Sotomayor writes about 
children with all sorts of challenges—and looks at the special powers those kids have as well. As 
the kids work together to build a community garden, asking questions of each other along the 
way, this book encourages readers to do the same: When we come across someone who is 
different from us but we're not sure why, all we have to do is Just Ask.   
 
Girl Running 
Annette Bay Pimentel (Goodreads Author), 
Micha Archer (Illustrator) 
4.26  ·   Rating details ·  518 ratings  ·  118 reviews 
The inspiring story of the first female to run the Boston Marathon comes to life in stunningly 
vivid collage illustrations.  Because Bobbi Gibb is a girl, she's not allowed to run on her school's 
track team. But after school, no one can stop her--and she's free to run endless miles to her 
heart's content. She is told no yet again when she tries to enter the Boston Marathon in 1966, 
because the officials claim that it's a man's race and that women are just not capable of running 
such a long distance. So what does Bobbi do? She bravely sets out to prove the naysayers 
wrong and show the world just what a girl can do. 
 
Salt in His Shoes 
Deloris Jordan, 
Kadir Nelson (Illustrator), 
Roslyn M. Jordan 
 4.24  ·   Rating details ·  1,546 ratings  ·  227 reviews 
Michael Jordan’s mother and sister team up for this heartwarming and inspirational picture 
book about faith and hope and how any family working together can help a child make his or 
her dreams come true.Michael Jordan. The mere mention of the name conjures up visions of 
basketball played at its absolute best. But as a child, Michael almost gave up on his hoop 
dreams, all because he feared he’d never grow tall enough to play the game that would one day 
make him famous. That’s when his mother and father stepped in and shared the invaluable 
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lesson of what really goes into the making of a champion—patience, determination, and hard 
work 
 
The Cat Man of Aleppo 
Irene Latham  
Karim Shamsi-Basha, 
Yuko Shimizu  
 4.26  ·   Rating details ·  1,388 ratings  ·  311 reviews 
The courageous and true story of Mohammad Alaa Aljaleel, who in the midst of the Syrian Civil 
War offered safe haven to Aleppo's abandoned cats.  Aleppo's city center no longer echoes with 
the rich, exciting sounds of copper-pot pounding and traditional sword sharpening. His 
neighborhood is empty--except for the many cats left behind. 
Alaa loves Aleppo, but when war comes his neighbors flee to safety, leaving their many pets 
behind. Alaa decides to stay--he can make a difference by driving an ambulance, carrying the 
sick and wounded to safety. One day he hears hungry cats calling out to him on his way home. 
They are lonely and scared, just like him. He feeds and pets them to let them know they are 
loved. The next day more cats come, and then even more! There are too many for Alaa to take 
care of on his own. Alaa has a big heart, but he will need help from others if he wants to keep 
all of his new friends safe. 
 
Emmanuel’s Dream 
Laurie Ann Thompson  
Sean Qualls  
 4.38  ·   Rating details ·  2,864 ratings  ·  590 reviews 
This picture book biography tells the true story of Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah, who bicycled 
across Ghana--nearly 400 miles--with only one leg. With that achievement, he forever changed 
how his country treats people with disabilities, and he shows us all that one person is enough to 
change the world. 
 
The Lunch Thief 
Anne C. Bromley, 
Robert Casilla  
 4.19  ·   Rating details ·  52 ratings  ·  14 reviews 
His mom had packed his lunch bag with two burritos, a bag of corn chips,some carrots, and an 
apple. Once a week she tucks in a slice of her,special lemon pound cake. Rafael saw Kevin, a 
new kid in his class, sneak his lunch bag from underneath his desk and tuck it in his backpack. 
But how can he do something about the theft without picking a fight? Inspired by his mother's 
advice to “Use your mouth before your fists,” Rafael bides his time, but other kids' lunches are 
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disappearing, too. On an errand with his mom, Rafael sees Kevin carrying a bundle of laundry 
into a motel room, and his mom tells him Kevin's family might be one of the families who lost 
their homes in the recent wildfires. Rafael rethinks his anger. The next day, instead of accusing 
Kevin, Rafael invites him to share his lunch, letting Kevin know he's been caught, but offering 
friendship as well as lunch. 
 
Albert  
Donna Jo Napoli 
Jim LaMarche 
4.01  ·   Rating details ·  358 ratings  ·  65 reviews 
The morning begins like any other. Albert reaches out the window to check the weather. But 
from the moment a twig lands in the palm of his hand, life is never the same. 
 
Fourth Grade 
Our First Talk About Poverty 
Jillian Roberts, 
Jane Heinrichs  
Jaime Casap 
 3.94  ·   Rating details ·  163 ratings  ·  45 reviews 
A gentle introduction to the issue of poverty, On Our Street explores the realities of people 
living with inadequate resources. Using age-appropriate language, this book addresses mental 
illness, homelessness and refugee status as they are connected to this issue. Quotes from 
individuals and organizations such as UNICEF are included throughout to add further 
perspective on the issue.  
 
Let the Children March 
Monica Clark-Robinson  
Frank Morrison  
 4.56  ·   Rating details ·  1,810 ratings  ·  461 reviews 
In 1963 Birmingham, Alabama, thousands of African American children volunteered to march 
for their civil rights after hearing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. speak. They protested the laws that 
kept black people separate from white people. Facing fear, hate, and danger, these children 
used their voices to change the world. 
 
The Can Man 
Laura E. Williams, 
Craig Orback 
 4.05  ·   Rating details ·  212 ratings  ·  68 reviews 
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To earn money, a young boy decides to collect and redeem empty soft drink cans, but ends up 
giving away his money to help a local homeless man. 
 
All the Way to the Top 
Annette Bay Pimentel  
Jennifer Keelan-Chaffins 
Nabigal-Nayagam Haider Ali  
 4.37  ·   Rating details ·  977 ratings  ·  236 reviews 
Experience the true story of lifelong activist Jennifer Keelan-Chaffins and her participation in 
the Capitol Crawl in this autobiographical picture book. 
This is the story of a little girl who just wanted to go, even when others tried to stop her. 
Jennifer Keelan was determined to make a change―even if she was just a kid. She never 
thought her wheelchair could slow her down, but the way the world around her was built made 
it hard to do even simple things. Like going to school, or eating lunch in the cafeteria. Jennifer 
knew that everyone deserves a voice! Then the Americans with Disabilities Act, a law that 
would make public spaces much more accessible to people with disabilities, was proposed to 
Congress. And to make sure it passed, Jennifer went to the steps of the Capitol building in 
Washington DC to convince them. And, without her wheelchair, she climbed.  ALL THE WAY TO 
THE TOP 
 
A Boy and A Jaguar 
Alan Rabinowitz 
Catia Chien  
 4.21  ·   Rating details ·  2,305 ratings  ·  499 reviews 
Alan loves animals, but the great cat house at the Bronx Zoo makes him sad. Why are they all 
alone in empty cages? Are they being punished? More than anything, he wants to be their 
champion—their voice—but he stutters uncontrollably. Except when he talks to animals…Then 
he is fluent. Follow the life of the man Time Magazine calls, "the Indiana Jones of wildlife 
conservation"as he searches for his voice and fulfills a promise to speak for animals, and 
people, who cannot speak for themselves. This real-life story with tender illustrations by Catia 
Chien explores truths not defined by the spoken word. 
 
A Shelter in Our Car 
Monica Gunning 
 4.31  ·   Rating details ·  209 ratings  ·  72 reviews 
Since she left Jamaica for America after her father died, Zettie lives in a car with her mother 
while they both go to school and plan for a real home. 
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Rescue & Jessica 
Jessica Kensky 
Patrick Downes 
Scott Magoon  
 4.44  ·   Rating details ·  1,834 ratings  ·  428 reviews 
Based on a real-life partnership, the heartening story of the love and teamwork between a girl 
and her service dog will illuminate and inspire.  Rescue thought he'd grow up to be a Seeing Eye 
dog -- it's the family business, after all. When he gets the news that he's better suited to being a 
service dog, he's worried that he's not up to the task. Then he meets Jessica, a girl whose life is 
turning out differently than the way she'd imagined it, too. Now Jessica needs Rescue by her 
side to help her accomplish everyday tasks. And it turns out that Rescue can help Jessica see 
after all: a way forward, together, one step at a time. An endnote from the authors tells more 
about the training and extraordinary abilities of service dogs, particularly their real-life best 
friend and black lab, Rescue. 
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